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1. GENERAL INFORMATION 

• Visas are issued by the diplomatic and consular representations of the 
Republic of Bulgaria.

• Schengen Visa holders will have the right to enter and reside in the 
Republic of Bulgaria for a period of no more than three months in any 
six-month period from the date of the first entry, without needing to 
have a Bulgarian short-stay visa.

• Visa-free regime for holders of valid visas and residence permits 
issued by Romania, Cyprus and Croatia for a stay of up to 90 days
in any 180-day period. 



• Visa applications forms are submitted not earlier than 3 months before 
the date of the intended travel, personally or through an authorized 
agent, with the exception of humanitarian cases.

• Visa applications for minors or judicially disabled persons shall be 
submitted by their legal representatives or by persons expressly 
authorized to do so.

• Visa applications for underage persons or persons with limited 
judicial disability shall be submitted by their legal representatives, 
trustees or by persons expressly authorized to do so.



A foreign citizen wishing to apply for a Bulgarian visa shall hold 
a regular travel document (e.g. passport) that meets the following 
requirements:

• Its validity expires at least 3 months after the intended date of 
departure from the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria or in case of 
multiple visits - after the last scheduled date of departure from the 
territory of the Republic of Bulgaria;

• Contains at least 2 blank pages for visa purposes;

• Has been issued within the last 10 years.



2. VISA INFORMATION LINKS 

https://www.mfa.bg/en/services-
travel/consular-services/travel-

bulgaria/visa-bulgaria

Download Visa Application 
Form

https://www.mfa.bg/en/services-travel/consular-services/travel-bulgaria/visa-bulgaria
https://www.mfa.bg/upload/717/Annex%209_%20Application%20form%20EN_July%202011%20final(1).pdf


3. VISA APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

• All fields in the application shall be filled in legibly in typed letters. The names 

shall be filled in with Latin letters (the way they are spelt in the foreign travel 

passport). The rest of the information shall be filled in in English or Bulgarian. 

The application shall be signed by the applicant personally. The members of the 

family of European Union citizens shall fill in only those fields of the visa 

application form which indicate their family relationship.

• Obligatory personal interview when applying for a type “D” visa

• No exception shall be made from the requirement for a personal interview when 

applying for a long-stay visa.



4. TYPES OF VISA

Visa A (for airport 
transit) - more 
information

1

Visa C (for a short stay 
for the purpose of 
transit or a planned 
stay) - more information

2

Visa D (for a long stay) 
- more information

3

https://www.mfa.bg/upload/714/VISA_A_en.pdf
https://www.mfa.bg/upload/715/VISA_C_en.pdf
https://www.mfa.bg/upload/716/VISA_TYPE_D.pdf


5. DOCUMENTS TO BE SUMMITTED WITH THE VISA APPLICATION

1. A photocopy of the first page of the foreign travel document;

2. A photocopy of the last Bulgarian and Schengen visas or visas for the UK and the US, if any

3. A full color photograph 3,5 cm х 4,5 cm against light-colored background (the same holds for a child entered in the passport) – a 

full-face photo with clear, large enough face which takes up 70-80% of the photo; eyes must be red; the following is ineligible:

photos with dark glasses; non-professional photos or cut out of amateur photos

4. A medical insurance valid for the EU member states for the whole period of the trip, covering all costs for repatriation and for urgent 

medical care and emergency hospital treatment for the period of the stay indicated in the visa. The insurance amount cannot be less 

than 30 thousand euro

5. Tickets (original and copy) or ticket booking conformation or financial means

6. Copy of the technical passport of the car of the trip

7. For under-aged children travelling without their parents or trustees the following documents shall be submitted:

• a copy of the birth certificate

• original and photocopy of a power of attorney notary certified by both parents/ trustees or by one parent trustee that they agree their child to 

travel unaccompanied by them.



• The following persons are exempt from presenting proof for subsistence, accommodation and transportation:

1. Members of the families or the households of European Union, European Economic Area and the Swiss Confederation citizens;

2. Persons applying for a visa for a long stay in view of gathering their families, in relation to a refugee status acquired or asylum in 

the Republic of Bulgaria – pursuant to a written decision of the State Agency for Refugees with the Council of Ministers

3. Holders of service and diplomatic passports

• The following persons are exempt from presenting an insurance policy:

1. Members of the families or the households of European Union, European Economic Area and the Swiss Confederation citizens

2. Holders of service and diplomatic passports

3. Seamen who meet the criteria of Convention №108 of the International Labour Organization when submitting applications for short-

stay visas with the purpose of transit

4. Persons who can be deemed to be insured or can cover expenses in unforeseen circumstances due to their social or service status.

• The following persons are exempt from fees for visa application processing

1. Foreign citizens who as of the date of the visa application are under 6 years

2. Members of Bulgarian and EU citizens’ families



6. BULGARIA IN TURKIYE 

• Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria in Ankara

Address: Atatürk Bulvarı № 124, 06680 Kavıklıdere-

Çankaya, Ankara, Republic of Türkiye

Telephone:

+90 312 46 720 71

+90 312 427 51 42

Fax: +90 312 468 69 56

Оut-of-hours hotlines:

+90 312 467 20 71

+90 312 427 51 42

Office Hours:

Mon - Fri, 08.30 - 17.30 h

E-mail: Embassy.Ankara@mfa.bg

Consular Section:

Office hours of the Consular section:

Mon - Fri, 08.30 - 12.00 h

E-mail: Consulate.Ankara@mfa.bg

mailto:Embassy.Ankara@mfa.bg
mailto:Consulate.Ankara@mfa.bg


• Bulgarian Consulate General in Istanbul, Turkey

Address: Ulus Mah., Ahmet Adnan Saygun Cd. 

No: 34/3, 2. Levent, 80600 Istanbul/Turkey

Telephone: (+90) 212 281 0114

(+90) 212 281 01 15 / 212 279 5837

Fax: (+90) 21 2264 1011

Email: consulate.istanbul@mfa.bg

Website: www.mfa.bg/embassies/turkeygc2

Social media:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/GCinIstanbul

Instagram: www.instagram.com/bulgarian_consulate

Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday: 09:00-13:00

http://www.mfa.bg/embassies/turkeygc2


7. WHERE SHOULD I APPLY FOR THE VISA?

Visa applications for the Bulgaria can be made through
VFS Global.

https://visa.vfsglobal.com/tur/en/bgr/

https://visa.vfsglobal.com/tur/en/bgr/


FOR YOUR INFORMATION,

This general information 
package has been put 

together to help you with 
your visa applications.

It is, however, the 
applicants' 

responsibility to keep up 
with current information 
and to carry out his/her

process.



If you have any questions, please contact 
us at the email address listed below: 

vize@altinbas.edu.tr

https://global.altinbas.edu.tr/

mailto:vize@altinbas.edu.tr
https://global.altinbas.edu.tr/

